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From the Dean of School 

 

Happy Friday!  
 
Founders wishes you all a Happy Veterans Day!  Please take the time to honor 
our heroes this weekend with flags, words of thanks, hugs, visits, and parades. 
There are so many ways to thank our Veterans for preserving our safety and 
liberty.  
 
Be sure to watch the chorus performance at the Manchester Monarchs Opening 
Game on October 21 here: https://youtu.be/VRyL-C91ACc  What a great job!   The 
Governor has invited the chorus to sing at the Bridges House Christmas Tree 
Lighting next month!  More details to come.  
 
A special thank you to parent Maureen Anson for coordinating a very successful 
Calendar Raffle!   There is a winner everyday this month!   Be sure to review the 
list of winners here.  
 
Thank you for your support!  Have a great weekend! 
 
Sincerely, 
Maureen Mooney 
Dean of School 
 

 

 

From the Assistant Director of Student Services  

High school students, are you interested in seeing what it’s like to be a college 
student? Then look no further!  Manchester Community College is hosting a 
Discovery Day on Saturday, December 2, 2017 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. A 
variety of workshops will be offered on majors including automotive, early 
childhood education, engineering and robotics, exercise science, interior design, 
nursing, welding and more! FREE lunch will be provided along with information 
about financial aid, MCC Student Services, transfer opportunities and student life. 
For additional details or to register, please click here. 
 
~Debra Castonguay, Assistant Director of Student Services  
 ( debra.castonguay@tfanh.org ) 

 
 

https://youtu.be/VRyL-C91ACc
http://thefoundersacademy.org/outreach_happenings/raffle_winners
https://www.mccnh.edu/discovermcc
mailto:debra.castonguay@tfanh.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School News 

 

Celebrating Veterans Day: Assembly 

This past Wednesday Founders celebrated Veterans Day with a school-wide assembly, hosted by the 
student Veterans Affairs Committee.  We were honored to have present a number of veterans related to or 
invited by our students.  Speakers included Michael Anderson, a Navy veteran and father of a Founders 
student, and our own Mr. Chris Kline, a Marine and one of our History teachers.  This assembly also marked 
the kickoff of the Food Drive to benefit the Liberty House, a housing community for veterans transitioning out 
of homelessness (more information on the Food Drive can be found in this newsletter below).  We are so 
grateful to all these men and women for the sacrifices they’ve made for our country and the example they 
give to our young people.  



 



 

 

Teacher of the Month - November, 2017 

Congratulations to Mr. Kline who is the Teacher of the Month for November!  Mr. Kline doesn't sit still when it 
comes to helping our school.   Whether it is a matter of curriculum, discipline or departmental affairs, Mr. 
Kline has helpful input and a pleasant attitude.  Mr. Kline is a Veteran, a proud father of (now) three, and 
cares very much about students and teaching.   Congratulations again to Mr. Kline, teacher of the month! 

 

 

Volunteer of the Month - Laurie DiPietro, By Paige D. and Jenna D. 

Congratulations to Laurie DiPietro, our November volunteer of the month!  
 
“Laurie DiPietro has done a lot to help make the school a fun and enjoyable place for students. Laurie has 
been coordinating, taking the time to set up, and take down the dances, since the opening of the school in 
2014. She works very hard at making sure the dances are a fun and memorable time for students. Laurie is 
at the school from the beginning of the day, till the very end decorating and taking down the spectacular 
dances.  

Laurie has also donated many items to the school whenever they are in need of supplies. She 
donates her time to the school, to help volunteer on school field trips and other school functions. Laurie is 
hard-working, thoughtful, giving, and goes above and beyond when it comes to being a parent volunteer.” 
 
~Paige D. and Jenna D.  
 



 

 

 

Academic Spotlights: World Language Department 

Srta. Efraimson’s Spanish students just celebrated Día de los Muertos for the third year at Founders! After 
having a lesson on the history and culture of Day of the Dead, students celebrated by coming into school 
with their faces painted representing Sugar Skulls. They brought in delicious Mexican food to eat. Students 
also made papel picado and watched the Book of Life! What a fun day celebrating in la clase de español! 



 
 
French 1 students continue learning basics and are presently learning the months of the year, foundation 2 
are learning about living in the house or an apartment and culminating the chapter with the house of the 
famous French painter, Claude Monet.  
French 2 students are almost finished learning about clothing and shopping for clothing in France.  We are 
culminating the chapter with names of famous French designers, such as Chanel, Louis Vuitton, etc. 
 

 

College Access Convention, By Ms. McInnis 

Dear Founders Community, 
 
On October 27th, Mrs. Castonguay and I had the pleasure of escorting our eleventh grade students to the 
Manchester-Area College Access Convention held at Southern New Hampshire University. The day started 
with registration, breakfast, and opening remarks where we were welcomed by Scott Power, director of New 
Hampshire Scholars Initiative and the New Hampshire College and University Council, Greg Mazzola, VP of 
Enrollment Management and Marketing at Southern NH University, Dr. Paul Leblanc, President of Southern 
NH University, and U.S. Senator Jeanne Shaheen. From there we enjoyed: 
 
-a campus tour where a university student escorted our group and shared information about her college 
experience and answered several questions 
 
- a presentation by the Admissions Panel where experts from various 4-year and 2-year New Hampshire 
institutions provided insight on admission to college 
 
- a Student Panel presentation where a panel of students from various 2-year and 4-year colleges shared 
their college experiences and answered questions about their journey to college and life on a college 
campus 
 
-  a Jeopardy game of answers and questions hosted by Val Castonguay, a financial aid expert from 
NHHEAF's (New Hampshire Higher Education Assistance Foundation) Center for College Planning, covering 



topics including college costs, financial aid, scholarships, and tips on paying for college 
 
The day concluded with lunch and closing remarks. Our students were great participants and asked several 
questions throughout the day. We all came away from the experience more knowledgeable about the college 
process and look forward to attending several more events this year to continue to educate ourselves! 
 
Colleen McInnis, school counselor 

 

 

Supporting Our Veterans: Food Drive 

The Random Acts of Kindness Committee and the Leadership Kids are collecting nonperishable food 
items for the Liberty House in Manchester.   The Liberty House is a housing community for American Vets 
transitioning out of homelessness.   If you are able to donate, please send in any canned goods and 
nonperishable items.   We’ll be collecting them until November 17, 2017.   The advisory which collects the 
most cans will win a pizza party! 
 
Thank you for supporting our veterans!  
 

 

Pizza Mondays: No Longer Ordered Ahead 

Dear parents, 
 
Pizza no longer needs to be ordered in advance. Johnny Troys will continue to provide the pizza on 
Mondays and students will pay at lunchtime. The price will remain the same, $5.00 for two slices of cheese 
or pepperoni. If your student wants pizza on Mondays, they must bring the money in and buy the pizza from 
the school store. 
 



 

Volunteer Opportunities/Donations/Fundraising 

 

Donors Choose: Fully Funded!  Thank you! 

Ms. Mote’s latest Donors Choose,  All the World's a Stage- Help Us Build It!, was fully funded November 7th! 
Thank you so much to all of our donors; the drama club is definitely going to be able to put on some 
world-class productions thanks to you! 
 

 

Donors Choose: Chorus Risers 

“The Choral Program is growing! This year, we will have four different levels of Chorus performing (Grades 6 
- 11) and sharing the wonderful gift of music! Our choristers have earned the right to be "seen" by our 
growing audience and we need your help to purchase choral risers for these talented music students. 
 
These choral risers will help highlight our performances by offering professional-looking concert events at 
our school and at other performance venues. 
 
We are very proud of our Founders Academy performers and look forward to offering them, and our 
audience, a top-notch performance experience!” 
 
~Mrs. Cormier 
 
Donate here! - http://bit.ly/2z2RI4y 
 

 

Please Support Our Choral Program! 

As a newly-founded NH Charter School, The Founders Academy is excited about its budding arts 
programming.  The Choral Program is asking for your assistance by donating to our “Choral Supporters 
Donor Page,” which will list your patronage in Founders Academy Choral Program in our 2017/2018 annual 
concert and production playbill programs.  Your donation will be for the entire 2017/18 academic year. 
 
Please see the following link for the donors form: http://bit.ly/2y2HCzw 
 

 
 

Other 

 

https://www.donorschoose.org/project/all-the-worlds-a-stage-help-us-build-i/2650406/?challengeid=20575655
http://bit.ly/2z2RI4y
http://bit.ly/2y2HCzw


School Calendar 

Regularly check the school calendar online link:   http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/calendar 
 
NOTE:  Dates are continuously added and possibly changed throughout the year.  Please check the online 
school calendar regularly. 

 

Founders on Social Media! 

Be sure to follow Founders on Facebook here:    
 
Founders' Facebook Carpooling Group:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/123952141583545/ 
 
Founders' Facebook Volunteering Parents Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527282857342512/ 
 

Be sure to follow Founders on Twitter here:         
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